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Chapters in Action

OPENING NIGHT of INCOME TAX FACTS, A TV TAX PANEL
During the tax season just past the Houston Chapter of ASWA presented an income tax
program on the University of Houston television station, KUHT-TV, which proved highly successful.
Participating in the opening night session pictured above, from left to right, were: Moderator,
Dr. Eugene H. Hughes, Panelists, Mr. Howard M. Daniels, CPA, Mrs. Dora B. Ellzey, CPA, and
Mrs. Irene Davidson, CPA. We believe Houston’s experience will be of value to other accounting
organizations and are pleased to present the following summary of the procedures and program as
prepared by Etta Jane Butler, CPA, President, Houston Chapter ASWA.

gested by the ASWA committee. As the programs pro
gressed, questions from the viewers were incorporated
as they pertained to the phases of tax procedures be
ing discussed. Generally, it was decided to direct the
program to Mr. and Mrs. Ordinary John Q. Taxpayer
and to keep the discussions away from more technical
questions. The time element was a factor in this
decision, as well as an attempt to present informa
tion of value to the greatest number of viewers.
The continuity of the series was approximately in
the order of the divisions of the tax forms. There
fore, the first programs presented fairly complete
discussions of the three forms for individual tax
payers with information given so the taxpayer could
decide which form to use. Subsequent programs con
cerned taxable income and how to present it on the
tax forms, deductions toward adjusted gross income,
the supplementary schedules, and finally, itemized
deductions.
To test the audience response, a “gimmick” was
offered to those listeners who requested it. Repre
sentatives of the tax services were contacted and
asked to supply copies of their annual booklets of

Early in January, Dr. Eugene H. Hughes, Dean of
the College of Business at the University of Houston,
and Mr. Howard M. Daniels, CPA, Chairman of the
Accounting Department, were contacted by the Hous
ton Chapter of ASWA. They agreed that the College
of Business would be co-sponsors with the American
Society of Women Accountants of a tax program to
be entitled INCOME TAX FACTS. A panel-type
program was deemed to be most interesting to the
viewers and general plans were presented to Mr.
George Arms, program director at the University TV
station.
The programs were presented bi-weekly, on Tues
day and Thursday evenings from 8:00 to 8:15 p.m.
for three weeks beginning February 9th. Dr. Hughes
and Mr. Daniels each acted as moderator during the
series. Six CPA’s of the Houston Chapter appeared
as panelists, two each week, and the University ac
counting staff supplied one panelist for each program.
The nucleus for the program material was a
booklet published by the American Institute of Ac
countants entitled “1954 Guide for Tax Information”
which contained questions on tax problems of individ
uals. This material was expanded by questions sug
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because of its complicated nature and would suggest
that viewers with such a problem should consult
competent tax counsel. Also several questions were
received concerning some problem mentioned briefly
which proved the listener had not previously realized
he had a tax problem.
Fourth, questions from the viewers illustrated the
confusion in their minds caused by the then current
articles in the newspapers concerning proposed
changes in the tax regulations being considered for
the 1954 Tax Law. It was important to mention fre
quently that “such and such” was the rule concerning
returns for 1953, but that there might be a different
rule for 1954 tax returns.
*
*
*

completed tax forms for 1953. Prentice-Hall, Inc.
and Research Institute of America made a sizable
quantity of these available. During each program
the moderator showed the booklets to the audience
and promised a copy to viewers who would write
the TV station requesting it. The public reaction,
quite frankly, was greater than anyone anticipated
and the initial supply of booklets was exhausted be
forethe series reached the half way mark.
Listeners were also requested to send in any
questions regarding their individual tax problems
and were promised that they would be answered by
the panelists, time permitting. Experience proved
that about one in fifteen of the requests for booklets
also contained a question of one sort or another. The
greater number of questions concerned the deducti
bility of carrying charges, problems involving item
ized deductions, and eligibility of relatives to qualify
as dependents.
The series taught the following lessons, which are
worth consideration by those contemplating similar
programs:
First, the telecast time in the early evening was
ideal but a thirty minute program, rather than fif
teen, would be more desirable. By the time the pro
gram was announced, the panelists introduced, and
the “gimmicks” offered to the viewers, too little
time remained before the director began to make
violent motions to warn that time was running out.
Second, six programs limited the presentation to
the “high spots”. A longer series of eight or ten
programs would allow more complete presentation.
Third, the choice of the less technical phases of
tax procedures was correct. Here again, time was
one factor as well as an effort to avoid problems con
taining too many “ifs, ands, and buts”. Often a
panelist would state a certain topic was being omitted
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us for a twelve year mortgage loan on his
plant. He informed us that his accountant
had suggested that such a loan would fit
his needs. After an analysis of the finan
cial statements of his company and upon
further discussion with the man, we found
he needed funds to finance the purchase
of inventory. We had a tough time con
vincing him that a short term credit would
fill his inventory needs and would cost
him less than a long term mortgage loan
because of his accountant’s earlier advice.
I would like to emphasize that any ac
countant should study thoroughly the
needs of his client before giving him ad
vice so that the advice given will be of
real assistance to him.
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